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April 6, 1847
A copy of ACVR's petition for citizenship in typescript; a copy
of the certificate that ACVR filed for citizenship, dated October
11, 1852; and a quote of Henry Griffin about the application of
the colonists for citizenship, quoted from the historical
souvenir of the 60th anniversary celebration of Zeeland,
Michigan, August 7, 1907.
Holland Historical Trust, ACVR Box 1B, folder 79.

I

COPT OF ARTICLES ETC. FOR COTIZENSHIP PAPERS OF DR. VAN RAMIE
I Albertus C. Van Raalte declare on oath that it is, boni fide, my
intention to become a Citizen of the United States and to renounce for all
Allegiance and fidelity to all and every Foreign Prince, potentate, State and
Sovereignty whatever, and particulary to William second, King of the Netherlands.
Sworn and subscribed this
6th day of April, 1847

J

Signed
A.C. Van Raalte

before me Eli P. Matson, Jr.
Clerk of Allegan County, Michigan

State of Michigan
S'S.
Allegan tiounty Clerks offic
I, Eli P. Matson, Clerk of said County and of the Circuit court division,
do hereby certify that the above is a true copy of an Original Declaration of
intention on file in this office.
Winess my hand and the seal of the
Circuit Court of said County af Allegan,
this 11th day of October A.D. 1852,
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * *

Eli P. Matson, Clerk.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Articles under heading of Various speakers
Henry Griffin
C

"Forty years ago, in the fell, being County Clerk, came here at the
request of Rev. Van Raalte to make out your first papers", (application for
2:1 Citizenship in the United States) I came on foot, Grand Haven had no horses

'lrlc)Cj

Y'

at that time. I arrived at Holland first, and remained there over bunday. I
attended the log church. It had, at that time, no doors or windows. After the
sermon, Rev. Van Raalte announced that I WAS there and why I had come. In Holland
t received about300 applications, in Zeeland 100 and in Vriesland 40. Since there
were so many I charged half price. I went home with #70 in gold (Willems) in my

2 copy of articles for citizenship
'a

pocket. quite an amount in those days.
HistoricalSouvenir of the 60th
Celebration
Zeeland, Michigan, August 21, 1907
* * * * * * * * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Then he (Rev. Van Raalte) was a busy writer. A Weekly "De Hollandeiowas
was being published in the City of Holland, Michigan. Van Raalte, upon an urgent
request, was allowed quite a space in the paper. Re wrote articles in it for
the guidance and information of his people to prepare them for American Citizen—
ship and enlighten them about the duties of Christian Citizens. It would take
about two years before they could get their citizenship papers.
Dr. A.C. Van Baalte
Rev? Seth Vander Werf
Missionary Monthly, January 1909

=

at :slo"

(Kw tiMier—tite.

ot

C

foG,
/

#ar2t t; tf-r-ru tfri

0

• yr

e
CO

-5
tÉ,

“iikS

G)

eA

•

e•ic_c•-n-t.4-

coét. aa<aceti gr~nryte-<-2/4.-

-

r"
f‘eigt ot— ot-t-te/ aiea
09fria'rtfr1/4'•-

20

0€4,-ent- AZ
-c3 79,
:

:ros`

ó1,41.9

e9L4'

//

4

itener

//fly

it

7 %&
6

,,7

4/77
,1A_ a;
4

H-A~
V•p.
:0•c

o

•

(40,2.6*/ 042de.44-4242„ p
g2;rn-té 5227 --iace.
a,,_02,c(4.4;e-ciwtzd-i-etra,",AL; //

edtY,2-a
czn,

-ó

€'d

i

•b•

z

rrinia...ur

lieted,;6 (raw
get.? ;et
6."

e;

-

6
)-1.4 • ..46<„ Çy

at- lit s-11-t-e
Ht Siged‘t

yzárry..47*.A.4/

..

"i

-teger
1,c2,e)-2.-ue
A

7-664+ 424

24"1-1,2-yr

**2-41;$

•„Le, ‘e:
„

.liett

17
1

<er

-2 .44

•,,
- 4.44. /sky, tot ncata, dernter
/1 /2

Ser 7-1,S pe.e>ci 14-Lee .4;

<

cer
f
c. -4
reser.„

.
*a
t-tair

•

pr.

•

ac
t

•t

•

) ag,„fi i
(-4&aly

•

trz-t-c, &It

01-#-1 aL adrrta

Int
6,<.e.rea #4.;

e

,

404-er e,

61/4. ettair
ey.
er.„.27 a_ V
d
cesh,

eija5-4,
. an
it.:9:54ht

sw.".e
Holland Museum Collection
at the
Joint Archives of Holland
c3

;#'

-••

• re • saes- .07.

f
'Itot

OF ARTICLES ETC. FOR COTIZENSHIP PAPERS OF DR. VAN HAUTE
I Albertan C. Van Raalte declare on oath that it is, boni fide, my

intention to become a Citizen of the United States and to renounce for all
Allegiance and fidelity to all and every Foreign Prince, potentate, State and
Sovereignty whatever, and particulary to William second, King of the Netherlands.
Sworn and subscribed this
6th day of April, 1847

J

Signed
A.C. Van Raalte

before me Eli P. Matson, Jr.
Clerk of Allegan County, Michigan

State of Michigan
S.S.
Allegan uounty Clerks offic
I, Eli P. Matson, Clerk of said County and of the Circuit Uourt division,
do hereby certify that the above is a true copy of an Original Declaration of
intention on file in this office.
Wines° my hand and the seal of the
Circuit Court of said County af Allegan,
this 11th day of October A.D. 1852.
Eli P. Matson, Clerk.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Articles under heading of Various speakers
Henry Griffin
"Forty years ago, in the fall, being County Clerk, came here at the
request of Rev. Van Raalte to make out your first papers", (application for
Citizenship in the United States) I came on foot, Grand Haven had no horses
at that time. I arrived at Holland first, and. remained there over bunday. I
attended the log church. It had, at that time, no doors or windows. After the
sermon, Rev. Van Raalte announced that I was there and why I had come. In Holland
t received about300 applications, in Zeeland 100 and in Vriesland 40. Since there
•
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